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may possibly bring the author into much trouble, which
would be matter of great uneasiness to his friends. I know
very well it is your intention to do honour to the then
treasurer. Lord Oxford knows it; all his family and friends
know it; but it is to be done with great circumspection.
It is now too late to publish a pamphlet, and too early to
publish a History.

cc It was always my opinion, that the best way of doing
honour to the treasurer, was to write a History of the Peace
of Utrecht, beginning with a short preamble concerning the
calamitous state of our debt, and ending with the breaking
our army, and restoring the civil power; that these great
things were completed under the administration of the Earl
of Oxford, and this should be his epitaph. Lord Bolingbroke
is undoubtedly writing a History, but I believe will not live
to finish it, because he takes it up too high, viz. from the
Restoration. In all probability he'll cut and slash Lord
Oxford. This is only my guess. I don't know it. ..."

King must have taken the manuscript to Lord Oxford and
Lewis, and been present at its reading. When that reading
actually took place is not ascertainable; but there is no
doubt that before March i5th, 1738, King was aware of
the criticisms made on it. On that day he writes to Mr.
Deane Swift, explaining that he has been obliged to defer
the publication until he has received Swift's answers to
the objections made by the friends who read it. On
April 25th, 1738, King wrote again to Mr. Deane Swift,
regretting that he could not see him, " because I might h^e
talked over with you all the affair of this History, about
which I have been much condemned : and no wonder, since
the Dean has continually expressed his dissatisfaction that I
have so long delayed the publication of it. However, I have
been in no fault: on the contrary, I have consulted the
Dean's honour, and the safety of his person. In a word,
the publication of this work, as excellent as it is, would
involve the printer, publisher, author, and everyone con-
cerned, in the greatest difficulties, if not in a certain ruin ;